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Using Your Tax Refund Wisely 
It’s that time of year when we 
get excited about our tax re-
funds. By responsibly using 
this one-time infusion of cash, 
you can improve your financial 
standing.  

You could wisely use your tax 
refund to add to your emer-
gency savings account. Most 
of us do not have enough money saved in the event of job loss, illness, 
or another unexpected event that prevents us from working. Most fi-
nancial experts recommend having at least six months of income 
saved to help you work through financial hardship. This fund can also 
help cover unexpected or emergency household repairs.  

You could also choose to reduce your debt with your tax refund. Paying 
off high-interest debt as quickly as possible is a financial win-win be-
cause it reduces the principal on your loan and lowers future interest 
payments.  

Make an extra mortgage payment toward the principal. Much of a mort-
gage loan goes toward interest and not the principal itself.  

Investing in your family’s future is always a wise move as it will contin-
ue to guarantee future financial stability. You could use your return to 
start or add a college savings fund for your children or to start or add to 
your retirement account.  

If you must spend your tax refund, make wise spending choices. Con-
sider purchases that allow you to make improvements that add to the 
resale value of your vehicle or home or to make home improvements 
that lower energy costs.  

You are never too old to learn a new skill. Use some of the refund to 
take classes or learn new skills or hobbies.  

Source: Kelly May, Senior Extension Associate for Family Finance and Resource Management  









Chasing Me To My Grave: An Artist Memoirs 
of The Jim Crowe South 
By Winifred Rembert (1945-2021)with Erin I. Kelly (2021) 
Winifred Rembert grew up in a family of Georgia field laborers and 
joined the Civil Rights Movement as a teenagers. He was arrested 
after fleeing a demonstration, survived a near-lynching, at the hands 
of law enforcement, and spent seven years on chain gangs. In this 
book, you can see his drawing and painting scenes (on leather) of 
his youth. A compelling history that this nation needs to hear. Rem-
bert’s paintings have been exhibited in museums and galleries 
across the country. This book is listed in the “Arts” section of the  
KEHA 2021-2022 Booklist. 
 
Debbie Wilcoxson: TC Cultural Arts and Heritage Chair and Modern Day Member  

Book of the Month 
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